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To he who consents, no injustice is done 

Lincoln Central Labor Union 2nd 

Annual Solidarity Picnic 

AboveðLincoln Firefighters Damon, John, Brad and Chuck  of the International  

Association of Fire Fighters Local 644, relax in front of every kids favorite, a big 

red fire truck. 
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4625 Y STREET  

L INCOLN  

LeftðMachinist retiree Gary 

Faust catches up with Diesel 

Shop Machinist Geoff 

Grothen and Electrician Dale 

Tweedy 

RightðMachinist Local 612  

President Greg Meyers 

shows off his raffle winnings 

to Luetta Johnson, Local 612 

ST Brian Johnsonôs wife. 



Pat Kelley 

Today I listened to a radio ad 

from that paragon of working 

American values, the US 

Chamber of Commerce.  The 

background had the sound of a 

railroad crossing bell while the 

announcer talked about  

Democrats trying to ñhighballò 

the ñgovernment take overò of 

health care past an unsuspecting 

American public. 

This left out the more 

egregious distortions that the right 

is spewing out about the plan, 

with the only outright fabrication 

of reality being their ñsuggestionò 

that if this plan is accepted, ñ82 

million Americans could lose 

their employer provided health 

insurance.ò 

These folks think that by 

saying ñcouldò, then itôs not 

really a lie.  Kind of like fourth 

grade; ñI had my fingers crossed.ò 

First, the very idea that the 

Chamber of Commerce would 

object to cancelling employer-

provided health insurance is 

almost laughable.  They have 

long complained that the cost of 

employee health insurance was a 

drag on corporate ñcompetitionò. 

More important, the bill 

currently under consideration 

specifically states that no current 

insurance will be required to be 

rolled over or terminated and 

transferred to a ñguvômuntò or 

public option. 

The biggest distortion in this 

ad is the idea that health 

insurance reform is some new-

fangled notion that no one has 

ever heard of. 

Bullpucky! 

The Nation  magazine has 

been covering this issue since 

Calvin Coolidge was President in 

1928. 

President Harry Truman tried 

to reform health insurance in 

1948 and it nearly cost him the 

election that year.  By 1951 he 

had pushed legislation for it every 

year in, what he called, ñthe do-

nothing Congress.ò  As a final 

attempt to make some headway, 

that year he scaled back to 

propose at least single-payer for 

the elderly, those over the age of 

sixty-five, what we now know as 

Medicare. 

John F. Kennedy campaigned 

for Medicare, having introduced 

legislation for it while a Senator, 

and pushed Congress to enact it 

every year of his presidency, 

getting within two votes in 1962. 

Lyndon Johnson was finally 

able to sign Medicare into law at 

the Harry S. Truman Library in 

1965.  In attendance was former 

President Truman, who signed his 

Medicare enrollment card at the 

ceremony. 

Medicare and Social Security 

are the foundation of our societies 

safety net.  This is how we 

continue to lift our elders out of 

poverty without adding financial 
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In My Opinion: Health Care Reform? Itôs About Time! 



Above: Retired Machinist Gary Faust (center), 

received his 35 year certificate and pin from ST 

Johnson and Local President Gregg Meyers 

(right). 

Above: Retiree Eddy Boller 

(left)  accepts his 30 year 

certificate and pin from 612 

Secretary-Treasurer Brian 

Johnson. 

Right: Ed Charvat (center) is 

recognized for 50 years of 

continuous membership in the 

IAM.  ST Johnson and President 

Meyers presented Brother Charvat 

with a gold IAM membership card, 

a certificate and a diamond lapel 

pin. 

Right: Pat Kelley is given a 15 year 

service pin from ST Brian Johnson. 

Service Awards Given Out at 

Lincoln Central Labor Picnic  


